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HOME GROUPS AND CLASSES GUIDE: 
1. Open in Worship and Prayer: this is to invite God into the meeting. For example, you can light a candle, sing together, or use 

a YouTube Hymn or song. 
2. Open your Bibles and read the Bible verses for this week (take turns?) see below. 
3. Reflect on the Bible verses and the reflection written by a Minister or Lay Preacher. 
4. Connect with each other and take the reflection deeper by answering the Questions. 
5. Works out: What have we learned that we can apply in our lives in this session? Keep each other accountable for promises 

made or important steps taken. Pray for and over each other (after taking prayer requests). 
 
WORSHIP SONG: 
Vumbelimnandi (Holy Spirit, sweet perfume) – Dumi Mkokstad:   
https://youtu.be/y2o_1YLvvAw?si=HxQdsBQeZTX3GDHj   
 
 
 

SUNDAY - May 24 
 
 
 
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21  
John 20:19-23  
John 20:19-23 

 
Jesus Appears to His Disciples New International Version 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

WEEK 8 

Bible Readings 

WEEK1 – 5 APRIL  Jesus Has Risen 
WEEK 2 – 12 APRIL  Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
WEEK 3 - 19 APRIL  On the road to Emmaus 
WEEK 4 - 26 APRIL  The Good Shepherd and His sheep 
WEEK 5 – 3 MAY  Jesus is the way to the Father 
WEEK 6 – 10 MAY  Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 
Ascension Day May 14, 2026  
WEEK 7 – 17 MAY  Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
WEEK 8 – 24 MAY  Jesus appears to His Disciples 
WEEK 9 – 31 MAY  The Great Commission 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTION: 
Written by: Pastor Lolo Diutlwileng 
Primary reading: Acts 2: 1 – 21 and John 20: 19 – 23  
Title: Pentecost is here, peace be with you  
The second chapter of Acts opens in a very dramatic way, announcing the day of Pentecost in its opening 
lines. Saying ‘the day of Pentecost’ is here. In the very same way Jesus in a John 20 appears to his freighted 
disciples after his crucifixion and says to them, ‘peace be with you’, so let me take a page out of scripture 
and say to you, ‘Pentecost is here, peace be with you’.   
  
Reverand Thabiso made a beautiful illustration on Ascension Day, saying the race is not over at the 
ascension because the Holy Spirt is on its way to help us run with the baton. The race is not over, we are 
just entering the next phase. In Acts we read the story of the Holy Spirt filling the hearts of the disciples 
and causing them to speak in tongues, tongues that ultimately take the fear of the disciples away and speak 
to multitudes of people. Even to a point where Peter in verse 21 calls for the people who crucified Jesus to 
call on His name and be saved.   
  
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit not only instilled the peace Jesus spoke of but gave to the disciples the 
authority to speak with the breath of God. The arrival of Pentecost means that fear can be removed, but 
not only that, peace is traded in its place. The arrival of the Sprit meant to Peter that he could take the 
passed baton and preach love in the broken hearts of sinners, in the same way Pentecost arrived not only 
to give peace but to set our hearts of fire to speak LOVE into the hearts of sinners. To be peace in places 
of war, to be patience in spaces of stress and to be the voice of justice. 
  
The Holy Spirit comes to breathe the consuming fire on us to take up our batons to be disciples of Jesus, 
to bring light to our dark and corrupted world. Till the return of our Savior. In the same way that the Spirt 
of God pour out on John and Charles Wesley on Aldersgate, I pray that we too have an encounter with 
the Holy Spirit that fires us to proclaim that all can be saved! Be blessed  
 
GROUP QUESTIONS : 
1. Pentecost is described as replacing fear with peace and courage. Can you share a moment in your life 
where God gave you peace or strength during a fearful situation?  
2. The disciples received the Holy Sprit and were empowered to speak love and truth boldly. How do 
you think God is calling us today to be voices of love, justice and hope in our communities?   
3. In seeking to “to take up our batons” and continue the work of Jesus. What gifts, passions or 
opportunities has God given you that you can use to serve others?  
4. Pentecost calls us “to be peace in places of war, patience in spaces of stress, and the voice of justice.” Which 
of these challenges speaks most deeply to you right now, and why?  
 

DAILY MEMORY VERSE AND PRAYER 
MONDAY, MAY 25 
Romans 8:18 “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 
us.” 
Prayer: God of hope, help me endure present trials with eyes fixed on coming glory. 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 26 
Romans 8:26 “The Spirit helps us in our weakness.” 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, strengthen me in my weakness and pray through me today. 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 
John 7:38 “Whoever believes in me… rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
Prayer: Living Lord, let Your Spirit flow through me to refresh others. 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 28 
Psalm 8 1 “Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
Prayer: Majestic Creator, fill my heart with awe at Your greatness. 
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FRIDAY, MAY 29 
2 Timothy 1:14 “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit.” 
Prayer: Faithful God, help me guard the truth You have placed in my care. 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 30 
John 14:16 “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to help you and be with you forever.” 
Prayer: Gracious Father, thank You for the Spirit who abides with me always. 
 
FAMILY TIME  
Peace, Purpose, and the Holy Spirit 
Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
 
Read the Scripture Together. Read John 20:19–23 aloud together. 
 
Setting the Scene; The disciples were hiding behind locked doors. 
They were: 

 Afraid  
 Confused  
 Unsure what would happen next  

Then suddenly… Jesus stood among them. His first words were: “Peace be with you.” 
Jesus showed them His wounded hands and side, proving He was truly alive. The disciples were filled with 
joy! 
 
Then Jesus did something amazing: 

 He gave them a mission  
 He breathed on them  
 He promised the Holy Spirit  

 
Big Truth for the Week: Jesus gives us peace, purpose, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
For Younger Children (3–9 years) 
     Simple Discussion Questions 

 Why were the disciples hiding?  
 What did Jesus say to them?  
 How did the disciples feel when they saw Jesus?  
 What gift did Jesus promise them?  

 
Simple Teaching 
Jesus knew His friends were scared. But instead of leaving them afraid: 
 He gave them peace  
 He stayed with them  
 He gave them help through the Holy Spirit  

 
Simple Object Lesson 
Ask everyone to hold out their hands and gently blow on them. 
Explain: Jesus breathed on the disciples to remind them that God’s Spirit gives life, comfort, and 
strength. Just like we cannot see the wind but can feel it, the Holy Spirit is always with us. 

 
For Teens (10+ years) 
     Deeper Discussion Questions 

 Why do you think Jesus greeted the disciples with peace twice?  
 What fears keep people “behind locked doors” today?  
 Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” What does that mean for Christians 

now?  
 Why is the Holy Spirit essential for living out our faith?  
 What role does forgiveness play in Christian community?  
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     Reflect Together 
Notice the order in this passage: 
1. Jesus brings peace  
2. Jesus shows His scars  
3. Jesus sends His followers  
4. Jesus gives the Holy Spirit  
Mission comes after relationship and peace. 
Ask: 
 How does fear stop people from living boldly for God?  
 What would change if we truly believed the Holy Spirit was helping us daily?  

 
Connecting to the Easter Season 
This passage beautifully points toward Pentecost: 
Easter – Jesus is Alive: The risen Jesus appears to His followers. 

Peace: Jesus calms fearful hearts. 
Mission: Jesus sends His disciples into the world. 

Pentecost Preview: Jesus breathes on them, pointing ahead to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Trinity Sunday 
We see: 

 The Father sending the Son  
 The Son sending the disciples  
 The Spirit empowering believers  

 
What This Means for Us 
Because Jesus is alive: Fear does not have to control us. We are sent with purpose.  We are never alone  
The Holy Spirit helps us: Love others.  Forgive people.  Be brave. Follow Jesus every day  
 
Family Application 
Ask each family member: 

 What fear do I need to give to Jesus?  
 Where might Jesus be sending me this week?  
 How can I rely more on the Holy Spirit?  

Finish this sentence together: “Jesus, help me bring Your peace to ______.” 
 
Closing Prayer 
“Lord Jesus, Thank You for coming close when we are afraid. 
Thank You for giving us peace and joy. Fill our hearts with Your Holy Spirit. 
Help us to forgive others, love boldly, and share Your good news with the world. 
Amen.” 


